This Page Is Inserted by IFW Operations 
and is not a part of the Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 



Defective images within this document are accurate representations of 
the original documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images may include (but are not limited to): 



BLACK BORDERS 

TEXT CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES ^ 
FADED TEXT 
ILLEGIBLE TEXT 
SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 
COLORED PHOTOS 

BLACK OR VERY BLACK AND WHITE DARK PHOTOS 
GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 




IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 



As rescanning documents will not correct images, 
please do not report the images to the 
Image Problem Mailbox. 



(OrrickNo. 704117.4012) 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



RICHARD GINN 

Serial No.: Not Yet Assigned 

Filed: Herewith (February 5, 2004) 

For: Apparatus and Methods for Treating 
Spinal Discs : 



Previous Group Art Unit: 3732 

Previous Examiner: Eduardo C 
Robert 



PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



MAIL STOP PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Dear Sir: 



Please amend the above-identified application as follows: 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 
(37C.F.R.§1.8a) 

I hereby certify that this paper (along with any referred to as being attached or enclosed) is being deposited with the United States Postal Service on the 
date shown below with sufficient postage as Express Mail in an envelope addressed to the MAIL STOP PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT, 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



Express Mail No.: EV 339737965 US 
Date of Deposit February 5, 2004 
DOCSOC1:147200.1 
704117-4012 J2G 




